
BRUBAKERS AUGUST 2005 PRAYER UPDATE 
 
HELLO PRAYING FRIENDS! 
 
The country is hot and dry.  But, rain is coming soon.  In the same way, as we work and struggle to understand the culture 
and communicate in a new language, we frequently feel dry and worn out.  As we work and wait, we rest in the fact that 
you are praying for us.  Thanks for that encouragement, as well as the many notes we receive throughout the month. 
 
NOTES OF PRAISE –  
 

- The team from Skokie Valley Baptist Church did a terrific job teaching VBS 
at Kumbya.  Their positive, servant-like attitudes and spiritual maturity 
encouraged us and many others who attended the retreat.  Their health 
remained strong and we crammed in as many things as possible to expose 
them to this beautiful country.     

 
- Kumbya, in general, was great.  We were able to read, relax, swim, and 

meet new missionaries from all over East Africa.  Our boys especially 
enjoyed playing in the sandbox with other children who speak English.   

 
ITEMS FOR PRAYER –  
 

- Tired of praying for an old, gray box yet?  Well, we are still waiting to hear from the government about the final 
customs charges for our container.  Pray that this would be concluded quickly and with little cost. 

 
- We are reeling from the news that one of our close friends from our home church died recently.  It is difficult to be 

so far away from those we love who are hurting.  Please pray for our sending church (Skokie Valley Baptist) and 
for us as we grieve from a distance. 

 
- The term “culture shock” has taken on new meaning in our lives.  Our emotions are on edge and day-to-day living 

is like riding in bumper cars and roller-coasters.  Our support system is in place here and WorldVenture has been 
quick to supply us with resources.  But, adjustment is still hard and lengthy.  Please pray that God would use this 
time of testing to forge character and strength to serve Him well.  And, please pray that we would be faithful in 
Bible study, prayer, and other spiritual disciplines.   

 
- Please continue to pray for creativity and motivation in the long, hard work of learning Kinyarwanda.  We’re 

thankful for the support and ideas that other missionaries have supplied in the last few weeks. 
 
JULY HIGHLIGHT –  
 
Cool water in a dry and weary place – that’s the best way to describe the visit from 
Skokie Valley Baptist Church, last month.  Six people came to facilitate a VBS 
program for missionary children at Kumbya.  But, in the wake of their visit, we 
were left encouraged and refreshed.  Four of the six were students in our youth 
program during Tim’s tenure as youth pastor.  The other two ladies were 
wonderful friends who have encouraged us for years, all along our “Road to 
Rwanda.”  Just as encouraging as their presence was the tremendous support 
they received from the church to come.  They raised all the necessary funds in just 
a few weeks and collected many different items to bring along for us (food, 
movies, books, toys, etc…).  During our visit, we heard testimonies of genocide 
survivors and a Christian with AIDS, visited with the pastors who are studying at 
MNC, had a local tailor sew African clothes for the entire team, visited Akagera Game Park, stayed up late playing cards, 
etc…  Thomas continues, even after their departure, to walk around the house imitating the new words and expressions 
he learned from the young guys (like, “What’s up gangsta?”)! 
 
Thank you for your many prayers, 
 
Tim, Jessica, Thomas and Martin 
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